
Welcome 

 

Welcome to Leys Junior School.  
 
This prospectus is intended to provide you with a small insight into Leys Junior life, and the 
enriched curriculum that is delivered to the children. 
 
Leys Junior is a happy, busy learning community.  The staff work incredibly hard to ensure 
that all children are provided with a stable, and disciplined environment, where academic, 
personal and social goals may be achieved in preparation for the journey into the adult world. 
 
The children are provided with a broad range of opportunities and experiences within a safe, 
stimulating and friendly learning environment.  We aim that every child leaves Leys Junior self
-motivated and self-disciplined lifelong learners. 
 
We recognise the important and valuable learning which takes place within the family and the 
home and we welcome parents as equal partners in the education of their children.  We 
welcome you and your child and invite you to work with us to make the most of the wide 
variety of learning experiences which will make up your child’s daily life. 
 
We know that it is impossible for a prospectus to paint a full picture of school life here at Leys 
Junior, so we hope that you will visit the school and get to know us better. 
 
We look forward to meeting both you and your child and extend a warm welcome to you all. 
 
Mrs N. J. Way 
Executive Head Teacher 



Achieve and Enjoy 

 

Preparing Your Child for their Future—1, 2, 3 
 
1. Through Academic Success 
 
2. Through a range of experiences and opportunities 
 
3. Through a broad and balanced curriculum 
 
 
 
We understand that each learner is a unique individual with unlimited potential.  We strive to 
be a place where everyone is able to achieve and enjoy learning and expect their success to 
be celebrated.  We work with children, parents and the broader community to enrich 
opportunity, make progress, maximise attainment, build positive and lasting relationships and 
engage in a powerful learning journey that has a lifelong legacy. 
 
To achieve this we will: 
 
 
 Foster a safe, calm and orderly school environment where children are encouraged to 

treat each other with respect and where everyone can feel they belong whatever their 
race, or culture. 

 

 Encourage children to achieve their best and take pride in all that they do. 

  

 Provide a broad and balanced curriculum. 

 

 



Care & Support 

 

We are proud that care and support is at the root of all that 
we do. 
 
We work closely with parents, carers and the children to provide for each individual’s needs.  
 

Settling In 
 
Children come from a variety of different schools in the area into Year 3.  We carefully mix 
the children between our 2 Year 3 classes using information from parents, Y2 teachers and 
the children themselves, so that they will be with familiar children.  Children who do not know 
anyone are also carefully placed so that they will have the best chance of settling in and are 
given buddies. 
 
The new Y3 children spend two days getting to know their new teachers and friends during 
July.  Children who have Additional Needs have 2 additional afternoons with us. 
 
Parents are invited to a Welcome Evening, before their child starts, where they have the 
opportunity to meet the staff, receive key information about the school routines and have any 
questions answered. 
 

Partnership with Parents and Children 
 
A close partnership with parents is an important aspect of our school.  There will be at least 
one parents’ evening each term to which you will be invited with your child to discuss your 
child’s progress and to review their targets – we call this our Learning Conversations. 

However, if anything worries you about your child’s progress or you wish to see your child’s 
work then, always let us know.   

We value the development of a positive, working relationship between home and school.  We 
welcome parental involvement in school and are happy to make use of the varied talents and 
skills that parents have.   

Our School Jotter App has all the newsletters, photos and notices at the touch of a button.   

 

CHAMPIONS 
We also endeavour to support the development of the children’s character.  One of the ways 
that we do this is through our CHAMPIONS Programme.  Champions stands for Contributor, 
Helpful and Caring, Ambitious, Motivated, Polite, Independent, Organised, Neat 
and Tidy, Shows respect.  The children complete challenges at different levels to show that 
they have these characteristics. 



Our Curriculum 

 

We are very proud of our rich curriculum. 
 
We teach much of the curriculum through whole school projects that have a WOW start and 
an end product.  Below are just a few examples: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dangerous Dinosaurs.   
 
We discovered dinosaur eggs 
in the hall!  We rang Derby 
museum to help, they 
encouraged us to  learn 
about prehistoric times and 
then we made our own 
dinosaur museum. 

How true is the Croods?  
 
We watched the film, but didn’t think that it was 
accurate! So we found out all about the stone, 
bronze and iron age and then made our own class 
DVD of the “True Croods”. Parents came to our ‘Film 
Premiere’ then bought the DVD if they wished. 

Splish, Splash! 

We studied rivers and water and then made our own 
class books which parents could buy. 

Top Gear 

A stranger came in with a 
challenge!  The whole school  
became a transport exhibition. 
Parents and the community 
supported us by bringing in 
cars. 



Our Curriculum 

 

Our organised and structured curriculum prepares children 
very well for secondary school. 
 

Our Timetable 

 

8:30am— Children can be on our supervised playground from this time 

 

8:50am – Bell rings.  Children complete a Morning Activity during registration 

 

9:10am – 9:30am – Assembly 

 

9:30am – 10:30am – Lesson 1 (Maths) 

 

10:30am – 10:45am – Break 

 

10:45am – 11:15am – Lesson 2 (Collaborative Reading) 

 

11:45am – 12:15am – Lesson 3 (English) 

 

12:15pm - 1:15pm – Lunch 

 

1:15pm – 2:20pm – Registration then Lesson 4 

 

2:20pm – 2:30pm – Break 

 

2:30pm – 3:30pm – Lesson 5 

 

 



Our Curriculum 

 

Supporting and Challenging all children. 

All of our staff have a specialist area of expertise.  They plan lessons for the whole school so 
that children can receive the best tuition. 

 

Maths and English 

We have groups in class for Maths and mixed ability for English so that children can be 
supported and challenged at their own ability level.  We have a learning support unit, which we 
call The Tree House, that supports children who are working below Year 2 expectations. 

 

8 Classes 

We have 8 classes in school.  2 Y3 Classes, 2 Y4 Classes, 2 Y5 Classes and 2 Y6 Classes 

 

Weekly homework helps children to revise key concepts.  All children are given a password to 
the “Edshed” and “Purple Mash” website, where they can have fun while learning. 

 

Science 

This is a very ‘hands on’ subject which includes lots of investigational approaches. 

Computing 

All children are taught touch typing, computer programming, excel and word. 

French 

The children are taught French by a specialist French teacher. 

Music 

All children have the opportunity to learn an instrument, learn how to compose and music 
appreciation. 

Art and Design 

Our dedicated art and design room means children can be creative without the staff worrying 
about the mess! 



Our Curriculum 

 

Design Technology and Cookery and Nutrition 

A purpose built class kitchen includes hobs and ovens.  Children learn to cook a variety of 
dishes and learn about healthy eating.  Children also make creative projects with wood, saws 
and tools. 

PE 

Children have 2 hours of Physical Education per week.  They learn a variety of skills such as 
Gymnastics, Athletics, Ball and Game skills.  We take part in many sporting competitions.  We 
are Bronze Rosette Champions within Amber Valley due to the amount of Sporting Competitions 
we enter and our success. 

RE 

Children learn about Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. 

PSHCE 

Children learn about good relationships, being a good citizen, how 
to look after their money and how to look after themselves. 

Outdoor Education 

All years have an adventure day in school time.  In Year 5 the children can attend a two night 
residential to Dearne Valley and in Year 6 the children can attend a two night residential to 
Caythorpe Court. 

 

Support for Children with Additional Needs 

We have a range of programmes and specialist staff to support children with additional needs 
such as; Positive Play, Lego Therapy, Speech and Language Support, Physical Literacy, Every 
Child a Talker, Every Child Can Count as well as bespoke intervention sessions. 

The Tree House 

For children who need to be taught outside of the hustle and bustle of the classroom, we have 
our Learning Support Unit where children can learn through nurture and extra support. This 
supports children who are working below Year 2 expectations. 

 



Our Curriculum 

 

New Experiences and Opportunities 

Forest School 

We are fortunate to have our own Forest School on our grounds.   
 
Forest School is an inspirational process, that offers learners regular opportunities to achieve 
and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland 
or natural environment with trees. 
 
‘Our Forest School is so much fun.  I love the marshmallows and hot chocolate the 
best!' Leys Junior School pupil. 
 
The ethos is shared by thousands of trained practitioners across the UK and beyond. Its roots 
reach back to early years pioneers in outdoor learning and across the sea to Scandinavia.  We 
have two Level 3 Forest School practitioners that guide the children. 

ALL Y3 and Y4 children complete a term, each year, of Forest 
School.  They have opportunities to develop their team work 
skills, make a fire and use tools and learn bush craft skills. 

 

Visitors and Trips 

We aim to provide learning opportunities to develop the whole child.  
Each topic that is taught is linked to a visitor who comes to school or a 
trip.  Over the four years that a child is at Leys Junior they will 
experience opportunities to…. 

Go and see a live theatre performance (every year) 

Visit a sculpture park  

Dress up and experience a day in the life of a historical person 

Make a DVD 

Make a book 

Visit a river 

Visit Creswell Craggs  

Visit Bosworth Battlefield 

Visit Cromford Mill and learn what life was like in the Industrial Revolution 

I could go on…. :-) 

 



Your Child’s Future 

At the centre of what we do is to prepare your child for their 
future. 
 

The Leys ‘Currency’ 
We have our own ‘Leys currency’ called ‘the ley’. It looks like a £5 note  Children receive 
these for good work, a good answer, a kind action and lots more!  The children are expected 
to look after their money in a wallet or purse.   

 

The Bank 
The children all have their own account books where they can save their leys.  We teach the 
children about credits, debits and managing their money.  They can visit the bank to deposit 
their money. 

 

The Reward Shop 
Children can spend their leys in the school reward shop.  Here there are a variety of items 
from cheaper items for 30 leys or more expensive items for 200 leys.  The children can 
choose to save or spend more regularly! 

 

Monitor Jobs 
We have a variety of jobs in school from classroom jobs to whole school jobs.  All children 
may apply for classroom jobs using an application form.  Year 5 and 6 can apply for school 
jobs also using an application form.  Only the most carefully written are chosen for the job.  
Pay roll goes round on a Friday and pays all the children their wages!  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Extra Curricular Activities 

At Leys Junior School we offer a wide range of clubs and 
activities. 

See the sample timetable below… 

 

 

  Lunch Clubs After School Clubs  

Mon Y3 Trim Trail 
Y4 Imagination Station 
Y5 Performance/Dance Stage 
Y6 Playground Activities 

Y3-Y6 Gymnastics Club 
  
Y5/Y6  Code Club  
  
Y3-Y6 Study Support  

 

Tues Y6 Trim Trail 
Y3 Imagination Station 
Y4 Performance/Dance Stage 
Y5 Playground Activities 
 
Y3-Y6 Cross Country 

Y3-Y6 Cool Club  
 
Y3-Y4 Basketball  
  
Y3-Y6– Stop Motion Animation 
 
Y3-Y6 Study Support 
 
Y5/Y6 Arts Media 

 

Wed Y5 Trim Trail 
Y6 Imagination Station 
Y3 Performance/Dance Stage 
Y4 Playground Activities 
 
  

Y3-Y6 Dance Club 
 
Y4-Y6 Cookery Club  
 

 

Thur Y4 Trim Trail 
Y5 Imagination Station 
Y6 Performance/Dance Stage 
Y3 Playground Activities 

 
Y3-Y6 Hama Beads Club 
 
Y4 Young Growers 

Y5/Y6 Netball 
  
Y3/Y4 Arts and Crafts 
  
Y3-Y6 Young Voices  
  
Y3-Y4 Football Club  

 

Fri  Y3-Y6—Catch up Activities 
 
Y3—Y6 Recorder Club  

 
  

  
 Y3-Y6 – Competition Training Session 
 
  

Band workshops, Guitar, Recorder, Clarinet, Flute, and Brass Tuition also available (for addi-

tional fee) 



Before and After School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast – 7:30am – 8:30am 
Juice, Water or Milk and Cereals and Toast Provided 

£3.50 per session 
 

After school – 3:30pm – 5:30pm 
Juice, Water, or Milk and a healthy snack 

£3.25 per hour or £5.50 for the whole session 
 
 

 
Arts and Crafts 

 
 

Sports 
 
 

Toys and Games 
 
 
 

 



Awards 

To ensure that we have the best practice we continually strive 
to achieve our best. 

 
Ofsted Inspection 

 

We were very proud when in January 2018 the school was graded as “Good” 
after our inspection.  We are now moving towards outstanding! 

 

 

 

BASIC SKILLS AWARD 

 

In Leys Junior School we have a commitment to a continuing improvement in the 
basic skills of the children in this school.   

 

 

HEALTHY SCHOOLS AWARD 

PSHCE is a timetabled session used to discuss issues relating to 
relationships, citizenship and health. The children have an opportunity to 
have an input into Pupil Parliament meetings, which are held weekly. We 
also have school milk available to all children. 
 
 

Arts Mark 

An Artsmark at any level shows that a school is committed to the wider 

development of young people and to ensure that every child and young person 

has the opportunity to experience the richness of the arts. 

 

 

Active Mark 

Active Mark is a Charter mark award dedicated to PE. It recognises progress and 
excellence in the subject. To achieve this award, our school was assessed against 
strict criteria: Staff development; a broad and balanced curriculum; out of school 
hours clubs; appropriate policies and schemes of work. This means that the children 
that attend our school are assured an extremely high quality PE curriculum that brings 
out the best in them and nurtures 
their talents. 
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Awards 

Eco School 

 

Children are the driving force behind Eco-Schools – they lead the eco-committee 
and help carry out an audit to assess the environmental performance of their 
school.  

 

 

School Games Award 

The Sainsbury's School Games Mark is a Government led awards scheme to reward 
schools for their commitment to the development of competition across their school 
and into the community. We are delighted to have achieved the highest mark the 

Gold Award.  This means that the children that attend our school are assured 
an extremely high quality PE curriculum, competitions and after school clubs.   

 

 

ABC Anti-bullying Award 
 

This is a Derbyshire initiative which rewarded schools who show a 
commitment to reducing bullying in schools. 

 

 

 

Modeshift Stars - The National School Travel Awards 

 

Awarded to schools who demonstrate a commitment for their efforts to 
increase levels of walking, cycling and other forms of sustainable transport on 
the journey to and from school. 

 

 

Forest School Accreditation 

 

 

Awarded to staff who have completed the training to be a Forest School 
Practitioner.  We have two accredited practitioners in school. 

 



Praise 

What do people say about us… 

Our Events... 

 

 

 

 

 

What I like most about my school… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we do really well… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Great to see the children 
so involved. 

A parent. 
Lovely show—high quality 
as always. 

A parent. 

All the teachers are 
lovely and kind and they 
do fun lessons with us.  

Y4 pupil 

Having lots of friends and 
learning well. 

Y5 pupil 

Great choice of after 
school clubs.  

A parent 

Our son has not only made 
progress academically but 
socially and emotionally.  

A parent 

You always have some-
thing excellent going on.  

A parent 



Our School 



In conclusion… 

In conclusion… 

 
Although this is only a snap shot of our school, we hope that you find this brochure useful. 
Please feel free to contact the school at any time for further information or answers to any 
queries you may have. 

 

If you and your child would like a tour of the school please contact the office (01773 832895)
—you will be made very welcome. 

 

Admissions 
 

Applications open on, or near, 15th November* 
The closing date for a parent of a Y2 child to apply to a Junior School is midnight on, or near, 
the 15th January*.  Please make sure that you apply by the admission date as 
places may not be available after this date.   

Apply on line: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/admissions   

Or tel: 01629 580000 (and ask for Admissions)  

 

*Please contact your current school or Admissions for the exact date. 

 

For in Year Applications please contact the school directly. 

 

Also… 
 

Take a look at our website www.leysjuniorschool.org.uk or download our School Jotter app to 
see all the latest news from Leys! 

 

Kind regards 

Mrs Way (Executive Head Teacher) 

 

 

 


